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By Herbert L. Willett, 
The University of Chicago. 



SEPTEMBER 3. REBUILDING THE TEMPLE, EZRA 3 : IO-I3 ; 4 : 1-5. 

i. The exiles and the remnant. — The decree of Cyrus in 538 B. C, 
permitting the return of such Jews as desired to go to Jerusalem, 
wrought also a change in the status of such as were disinclined to 
undertake the perils of the journey. Life in Babylon was henceforth 
more tolerable, the new government seeking means of conciliating the 
various elements of the population. The number of Jews who actually 
started for Jerusalem under Sheshbazzar was, therefore, probably small. 
The census recorded in Ezra, chap. 2, is evidently a register of those 
who were residents in the province of Judah at a period several years 
later, as is shown by the fact that Zerubbabel, the successor of Shesh- 
bazzar, as well as Nehemiah and Ezra (Seraiah ; cf. Azariah in the corre- 
sponding list in Neh. 7 : 7), whose work lay in the still remoter future, 
are named first in the list, while the people are classified according to 
the cities in which they found homes in the period following their 
return. There were probably very few who came at first, and their 
numbers were increased but slowly by subsequent arrivals. The people 
who remained in the land, the " remnant," as the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah called them, were still the most considerable portion of 
the community as late as 520 B. C. These survivors of the fall of 
Jerusalem carried on a form of worship at the site of the ruined tem- 
ple (Jer. 41 : 5). But this simple ritual may have ceased after a time. 
Soon after the arrival of the earliest pilgrims from Babylon, an altar 
was reared on this spot (Ezra 3:2,3), and certain preparations were 
made for rebuilding the temple. It was destined to be many years, 
however, before this work was brought to a completion. The com- 
munity itself was very weak. The remnant left in the land was poor, 

1 The chief value of these studies will be found in a careful use of the questions 
which constitute the last division in each case. The other material is valuable only 
in so far as it is an aid to their use. 
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and the faithful who had just returned from the east, though superior in 
quality, were still too few to afford much assistance. Moreover, the rela- 
tion of the Jews to their neighbors was not cordial. The old antipathy 
between the north and the south had not been healed by mutual mis- 
fortunes. Then, too, that growing exclusiveness of the Jewish people 
already manifested itself, and was correspondingly resented by the 
surrounding people, especially those of kindred faith, like the Samari- 
tans. 

2. The foundation of the temple. — In our sources it is stated that 
more than a year passed before an attempt was made to build the new 
temple. All the resources of the little community were at last rallied 
to the enterprise of at least laying out the site for the building. The 
record presents the picture of the priests in sacred vestments with their 
trumpets, and the Levites of the guild of temple singers, the " Sons of 
Asaph," the successors of the earliest order of sacred minstrelsy organ- 
ized by David. Ranged in antiphonal choirs they chanted a hymn of 
praise to Jehovah, because of his enduring mercy toward Israel. Mean- 
while the workmen marked out the site and outline of the house, and 
the people raised a shout of joy at this sign of the returning presence 
of God. There were those present who had seen the former house in its 
beauty, and these old men, some of whom had served in its ministries, 
wept aloud at the contrast presented by the small foundation before 
them. But most of those present rejoiced, and their shouts mingled with 
the cries of those who wept. The building thus begun did not, however, 
progress farther than some portions of a foundation. Some of the 
people living to the north, in the region formerly occupied by the 
kingdom of Israel, came with a request, seemingly presented in good 
faith, that they be permitted to share in the rebuilding of the temple 
and its restored worship. They pointed out the fact that they wor- 
shiped Jehovah also, and that since they had been brought into the dis- 
trict to take the places of those who were transported to Assyria at 
the fall of Samaria in 722 B. C, they had continued faithful in the 
ancestral worship of the country. But their offer was refused by 
Zerubbabel, the prince, and Joshua, the priest, on the ground that the 
task belonged exclusively to the Jews. This response added a new 
obstacle to the prosecution of the work, already difficult enough by 
reason of the weakness and poverty of the community. It set on foot 
active opposition, both at home and in Persia, and so the enterprise 
was abandoned for many years. 

3. Questions. — (1) Why did so few Jews return to Palestine after 
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the edict of Cyrus ? (2) What was the condition of the people 
who had remained in Judah ? (3) What reasons are there for thinking 
that the census of Ezra, chap. 2, represents the number of the returned 
at a period much later than the edict ? (4) Who succeeded Sheshbaz- 
zar as prince or governor (Ezra 3 : 2, 8) ? (5) When was the altar set 
up and where (Ezra 3 : 1-3) ? (6) What preparations were made for the 
building of the temple (Ezra 3:6, 7) ? (7) When was the foundation 
begun (Ezra 3:8)? (8) What part did the priests and the Levites have ? 
What did they chant ? (9) What was the feeling of the people, and 
how was it shown? (10) Were the old men who wept those who 
had returned from Babylon, or those who had remained in Judah ? 
What caused them to weep — the smallness of the foundation, or their 
fear that they would not be able to build the house ? (1 1) Why should 
Judah have adversaries ? (12) Why are Judah and Benjamin grouped 
together? (13) Where did these adversaries live? (14) What was 
their origin? (15) Who was Esarhaddon ? (cf. another name given him 
in Ezra 4 : 10). (16) Were these people sincere in their desire to assist ? 
(17) Why were they refused? (18) What were the consequences? 
(19) What causes thus retarded the building of the temple? (20) Is 
the work of God retarded most by external opposition, or by the weak- 
ness or indifference of his people ? 

II. 

SEPTEMBER IO. ENCOURAGING THE BUILDERS, HAGGAI 2 : 1-9. 

i . Signs of promise. — The attempt to erect the temple in the period 
immediately following the edict of Cyrus, in 538 B. C, was not suc- 
cessful. The enterprise progressed no farther than the clearing of 
the site and some beginnings of the foundation (Ezra 3 : 10), for 
some fifteen years later Haggai declared that not one stone had been 
laid upon another till then (Hag. 2 : 15). The causes for this neglect 
of the work, begun with such a show of zeal, are to be discovered in 
the weakness of the community and the opposition of the neigh- 
boring peoples. The leaders themselves — Zerubbabel, the prince or 
governor, and Jeshua or Joshua, the priest — manifested no par- 
ticular interest in the project. It remained for men of the prophetic 
class to rouse the slumbering community to bend its energies once 
more to the chief task of the reviving Jerusalem. Haggai and Zecha- 
riah, the two men who thus rose to the emergency, seized the moment 
when the convulsions through which the empire of Persia was 
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passing not only furnished them a text for their prophetic work, but 
quickened the Jews in Palestine into an unusual interest in political 
events, and their probable effect on the fortunes of Judah. In 529 
B. C, Cyrus left the empire to his son Cambyses, who, four years 
later, on his return from his campaign in Egypt, killed himself rather 
than meet the forces which a certain Gaumata, announcing himself as 
a prince of the blood, brought into the field against him. But the Per- 
sian nobles conspired against this usurper, in 521 B. C, and elected 
Darius to the throne. The accession of the new monarch was the 
signal for revolts in all parts of the empire, and it seemed for many 
months that the structure which Cyrus had organized was to be broken 
into fragments. The prophets saw in this upheaval the signs of promise 
for the struggling commonwealth of Judah, and called to their coun- 
trymen in Babylon to seize the moment to return to Palestine (Zech. 
2:7), and exhorted their people in Jerusalem to make the most of the 
occasion by building the temple, whose erection had been abandoned 
all these years. Any great overturning of existing conditions seemed 
to promise blessing to so weak a state as Judah, and so the prophets 
scanned the horizon for the indications of collapse in the empire, and 
held forth promises of still more violent shocks to the existing politi- 
cal fabric (Hag. 2 : 6, 21). 

2. The messages of Haggai. — It was in September of the year 520 
B. C. that Haggai delivered his first message to the people of Jerusa- 
lem. Addressing the two leaders of the community, Zerubbabel and 
Joshua, he really sought to reach all the people through them, and to 
protest against the prevailing sentiment that it was not yet time to 
build the temple. The prophets of this period identified the duty of 
the nation with the services of the sanctuary far more than did those 
of earlier days. Haggai attributed the recent scanty crops to the divine 
displeasure at their negligence, and appealed to all in the name of 
Jehovah to bring at once the material for the structure. His words were 
not without effect. The people, with their leaders, came together and 
began work on the temple some twenty-five days later. About a month 
afterward, when the workers were perhaps showing signs of weariness 
and discouragement, the prophet brought another message, which con- 
stitutes our present study. There were those who had seen the old 
temple in its glory, and who at the earlier attempt to build had 
mingled their mournful cries with the shouts of those who rejoiced 
(Ezra 3:12). These men were contrasting the meagerness and poverty 
of the new building with the spaciousness and beauty of the old, and 
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the effect of their words was to hinder the work and slacken the 
purpose of the people. The prophet, therefore, exhorted the leaders 
and the people to fresh courage. Jehovah had brought the nation out 
of Egypt, and his covenant was sure. He had promised to bless them, 
and the political convulsions of the time proved his power. Still 
greater agitations should be felt among the nations, with the result that 
the community of Judah should be enriched by the wealth of the 
world. The treasures of the earth, being the possession of Jehovah, 
should be bestowed on his people, and the temple, so small and barren 
in their sight, should be glorified beyond the older temple of Solomon. 
Thus the flagging zeal of the people was again stimulated, and thus the 
slow and laborious task of reconstructing the house of God went on. 

3. Questions. — (1) What caused the long delay in rebuilding the 
temple ? (2) How long was the work discontinued ? (3) What was the 
attitude of Zerubbabel and Joshua toward the work ? (4) What two 
prophets undertook to revive interest in it (see Ezra 5:1, 2)? (5) 
What events in the empire made the year 520 B. C. a favorable time 
for this attempt ? (6) What was the sentiment of the people regarding 
the enterprise (Hag. 1:2)? (7) What misfortunes did the prophet 
attribute to this lack of zeal (Hag. 1 : 6, n)? (8) What did he appeal 
to them to do (Hag. 1:7, 8)? (9) What was the result of this appeal 
(Hag. 1 : 12, 15)? How soon did work on the temple begin ? (10) When 
was the prophet's second message delivered (Hag. 2 : 1)? (n) What had 
caused the work to cease meantime ? (12) What did the old men say 
regarding the house ? (13) Of what covenant did the prophet remind 
the people ? (14) What commotions among the nations were prom- 
ised ? (15) How would these affect Judah ? (16) How would the 
present temple compare with the former? (17) In what respects was 
the task of Haggai particularly difficult ? (18) Are there many times 
when the work of the religious teacher is full of difficulty? (19) 
What should, nevertheless, be his determination ? (20) Was the work 
of Haggai successful in the end ? 

III. 

SEPTEMBER 1 7. POWER THROUGH THE SPIRIT, ZECH. 4:1-14. 

i. Zechariah and his messages. — Contemporary with Haggai (Ezra 
5 : 1), and probably somewhat younger, was Zechariah, a man of priestly 
family (Neh. 12:4, 16), unlike his colleague, who was a layman (Hag. 
2:11). It was his task also to assist in the enterprise of getting the 
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temple built. His preaching, the record of which is found in the first 
eight chapters of the book which bears his name, covered the period 
from November, 520 B. C, to December, 518 B. C, and differed from 
that of Haggai chiefly in its large use of apocalyptic material, which was, 
perhaps, made necessary by the vigilance with which the Jews were 
watched by their neighbors and the officers of the empire, in whose 
ears some of Zechariah's utterances might have seemed treasonable if 
understood. After the introductory message regarding the certain and 
abiding character of the word of God (Zech. 1 : 1-6; November, 520 
B.C.) the prophet describes eight night visions, seen by him apparently 
in one night, in January, 5 1 9 B. C. In the first (Zech. 1 : 7-1 7) an answer 
is given to the disappointment of the Jews that the promises made by 
Haggai in the former year were not being realized. Instead of break- 
ing up, the Persian empire seemed more firmly established than ever 
under Darius. Universal quiet had become the result. But Jehovah 
promised his presence and help, and with these assurances the prophet 
sought to comfort the people. In the second vision (Zech. 1 : 18-21) 
vengeance was decreed against the nations which had troubled Israel. 
In the third (Zech. 2 : 1-5) the promise was made that Jerusalem should 
not need walls because she should be too great, and should be protected 
by Jehovah. After an inserted song of deliverance (Zech. 2 :6-i3), in 
the fourth vision the Satan, the opposer of Israel, is rebuked, and the 
promise of kingly and Messianic blessings is given. In the fifth 
(Zech. 4: 1-14) are described the candlestick and the two olive trees, 
and the word of encouragement is sent to Zerubbabel. In the sixth, 
that of the flying roll, the land is to be purged of thieves and perjurers 
{Zech. 5 : 1-4). The seventh describes the removal of temptation under 
the figure of a woman in a measure (Zech. 5 :5-n), and the eighth 
looks to the further horizon once more and speaks of Judah's relation 
to the nations (Zech. 6 : 1-18). The remainder of the writings of Zecha- 
riah relate to other phases of Israel's problem in the period of revival' 
(Zech. 6 :g — 8 : 23). 

2. The candlestick and trees, and the promise to Zerubbabel. — The 
present study relates to the fifth of the night visions of Zechariah. On 
being awakened by the angel who acted as his guide and interpreter, 
he related his vision of a golden candlestick with seven lamps, supplied 
with olive oil through seven pipes connecting them with two olive trees. 
The candlestick was a feature of the service of both tabernacle and 
temple, and probably represents the restored temple and its services, 
the object of the prophet's hope and effort. The explanation of the 
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vision is interrupted by an oracle to Zerubbabel (Zech. 4 : 66-ioa), which 
seems to belong after vs. 14. According to this arrangement the angel's 
response is given in vss. 6a and 10b, "Then he answered and spake 
unto me saying, These seven are the eyes of the Lord ; they run to 
and fro," etc. The candlestick stood for the restored sanctuary; the 
lamps for the divine presence ; and the olive trees for the two anointed 
ones ("sons of oil") of the community, Zerubbabel the prince and 
Joshua the priest, the supporters of the new commonwealth. The proph- 
et's purpose to emphasize the importance of these two men to the city and 
the temple is apparent. The second part of the vision is the message 
to Zerubbabel, as the chief pillar of the new state. That the prince 
himself was not a man of strong character, and was either somewhat 
indifferent or discouraged regarding the building of the temple, seems 
clear from the references of the prophets to him. Yet on him rested 
the formal leadership of Jerusalem, and his active sympathy with the 
temple plan was essential to its success. He might plead that the 
obstacles in the way formed a mountain of difficulty. But he is assured 
by the prophet that the divine Spirit, not outward prosperity, is the 
secret of real power. If he would but trust in God, the mountain 
should become a plain before him. He had helped to lay the founda- 
tion ; he also should complete the structure, amid the happy shouts of 
the people. Thus the divine aid should be manifest, for without it 
the house could not be built. The beginnings were small, but must 
not be despised. All beginnings are small. But the prophet assured 
the prince that the task should be brought to a successful issue which 
would not only delight the people as they saw their leader active in 
the work, but would vindicate the mission of the prophet himself. 
Nothing is clearer than the difficulty of erecting the temple amid all 
the opposing conditions of indifference, poverty, and direct interfer- 
ence. The credit for this great enterprise lies wholly with the proph- 
ets, those representatives of the divine purpose who, in the Spirit of 
God, were able to achieve the impossible. 

3. Questions. — (1) What relation did Zechariah sustain to Haggai ? 
(2) What part of the book which bears his name contains the record 
of his work ? (3) What elements characterize the preaching of Zecha- 
riah ? (4) In what years did his ministry lie ? (5) What were the 
purposes of his various visions? (6) What sacred object did the 
candlestick of his fifth vision resemble ? (7) What features were 
added in the vision ? (8) What did the candlestick represent ? The 
lamps ? The two olive trees ? (9) How does this vision emphasize the 
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essentially close relation of Zerubbabel and Joshua to the temple, and 
the necessity of securing their hearty cooperation ? (10) What dis- 
placement of the text seems to have occurred in the case of Zech. 4 : 66- 
10a ? (1 1) What seems to have been the attitude of the prince toward 
the work of building the temple? (12) What obstacles discouraged 
him ? (13) How did the prophet seek to reassure him ? (14) What did 
the prophet say regarding the Spirit of God as the source of power? 
(15) Is this always true ? (16) What men have been most successful in 
the world's work, those who depended on material means, or those who 
relied on spiritual means? (17) What did the prophet say of small 
beginnings? (18) What applications may be made of this truth? 
(19) Did the prophets succeed in getting the temple built (see Ezra 
6: 14-16)? (20) How does this illustrate the importance of the pro- 
phetic work? 

IV. 

SEPTEMBER 24. THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

The last lesson of the month is a review of the studies for the 
quarter ; therefore no treatment of it is included in this series. 



